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June 11, 1966 



I«!r, ^rt Buchvrald 
17&U Penniylvsnla Ave. 

*.nshlnfi;ton, D*C. v 

i^eer */lr# BuchwaM 

‘viien I Rnucic up bahird you € t the csonventioa of tiv© .merlcHU Boo^cae liars’ 
Assoclatiou at sovon minutes after 11 the oioraln^' of June 6 etid furtively h'^mded 
you, from behind while you were still walking awey, e co y of ny book VOTTPyJASTI: 
THii RJPOtTT OIJ TH:S 7ARRSII RIiK)r?r, I lied a deep sinister motive (you'll oxi.’uoe the 
expression)# ‘Phis w^^8 elso the case two yeers /whan at 3:5b p#m. on the second 
I’pturi^y in June, b^ckst^f^e st thr? F^aston, hlrh school, *^en you were honored 
83 chicken ft^ther (egeic, please excuse the expreoslon) of the yiv^r, uhan the 
flettaned cljTsjvend wf *3 beginning to drizzle, I olso offered you o propoMltion* 

^7 Inability to rnecb'^r ^-ytblng obout thn "So^ton prop'sitlon 

a^d my orperlmcat with tho distribution of Mill^v.AiRn convinces rae ^ have mddo 
a fentsfltlc discovery that night interest you as a coVamn eubjaot. It rwy not be 
quite an good on Idea as the Fovlet roplncamont forFr^mce in ITA'SD, but then you 
haven’t worked It ov^r like thet cissr-end. 

It’s really an Idei for the OlA that I thought you kight want to develop, 

8 3 only you can. It cost me cults a Mt of ether poonle’e 7.oney to carry ths 
experiment to the point whero I turn it over to you# 2ut wftor giving the working 
( should I 'ask you to excuse the ^.?xpresfllon) press about ^"1,500 worth of 

•’'EITli^Arri and vniting aanethln;; leas than p-^tlantly, it suddenly downed on me that 
this no 3 not a conplete waste# 



lllca a flteh fi’on tha h4ansdrt''SEnnoa on lao! 1 hafi Invantod 
something hotter then an encoding n» chine, less doiagerous than Mata Horl, 
px'ettlar ttcn Allen Dulloa, cloaaer tbi\n r pjgoons, loos technical than 

i'uder t>aa tfitallltes - i^lmost ns safe a way of hicpina socrets os .ntrustlng 

t ' 

thorn to Ur. O’Brien’s new, Inproved ond refurbished United States llslls! 

Print theni in e bock and ^irc thsm to tiic^preBoJ 

I^fever In iiiotory has o secret bocn :5o ciarei'olly proaorvod# IC they gottr. 

i 

reed It thensal-res, thd CIA h?s It mode end tbclr secrets ora sofa. 

Thei-e ore, of ootirao, «a '»ith even Throrott ilo^laloy rirksen’o hosplial 
bod, a few kozorda tkut might not iiunadiotaly be rnticipoted, rnd I hurry to 
call serarul that occur to ne to your attention before you booby-trop the 
Langley "ilureau of Public Bonds'', fAippose tho liueai&iifi or '^laoao got hold of it 
und bum out a px'esa reloaso, 'iha press rolaase might Just get road, or supijose 
tLoro l 3 s dull day, vdtb IiKT^throt^rlne boar c?n into tho redemr.lea, luliDrlf^ht 
in the Oiiarka ftrd ^rse at the ^rand ^otileel ^a it possible a reporter rai^t f^et so 
bored he might read BOOK? 

i 

The failure ^Iso portends s cartala jeopardy. Axter ell, Tlaiaa Gerber has a 
m^^chlne that predlgeata bananas. Think the Ruaelsns might do that »*ith bookir^ 

^ntjli that day comes, however, I think the seiTeat bet for the CIA's oecreta 
is to rrl^.t them In a book, spending o lot of r.oney on it, give it a title that should 
sup -eat sensational news, and then distribute it widely among the (oooops, i almost 
said "working") press. 

P.S. This technique should be almoBt as Sincerely, 

safe S3 Rusk. 



Harold ‘^elsberg 



